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With the development of modern economics and labor division, combined 
transport is becoming more and more common. Combined transport can be divided 
into successive transport and multimodal transport; Successive transport and 
multimodal transport have common legal characteristics in transportation as well as 
their own characteristics. It is meaningful to research on how to regulate them and 
make them not only harmonize with legislation of unimodal transport but also adapt 
to development of multimodal transport. 
In the preface, the author briefly introduced the classification of combined 
transport and the reason, significance, main content and conclusion of the dissertation. 
Then the author reviewed the literature of litigation and characteristics of unimodal 
transport and multimodal transport in the first chapter of the text; In the second 
chapter, the author introduced and analyzed the conceptions of transport undertaker in 
traditional legislation and <Rotterdam Rules>, and concluded that “carrier” and 
“performing party” could cover other transport undertaker conceptions, so they  
could and should be the basic conceptions in transport legislation; In the third chapter, 
the author deeply analyzed all transport undertakers’ legal obligations and the 
relationship between them, and pointed out the disadvantages of relevant regulations 
in China’s law based on the analyze. In the end, the author suggested regulating 
conceptions, undertakers, obligations and principles of the combined transport in the 
basic civil code, and it is also necessary to improve procedural provisions of transport 
undertakers’ civil responsibility such as onus probandi and localization of damage. 
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